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A Quick Word on Terminology

In the US, the UK and other Anglo-American
countries, a refers
to a specific type of doctorate degree that focuses on 
academic research in a particular field. 

In the European Union, the term ‘doctorate’ is used as 
an equivalent to ‘PhD’. 

In France, a PhD corresponds to a Doctorat. 

Some private higher education institutions, which
serve for lucrative purposes, will propose ‘PhD 
programmes’ that are NOT equivalent to the 
academic diploma.

e.g.: DBAs.

In the US, the UK and other Anglo-American
countries, postgraduate researchers (i.e. PhD 
students) are affiliated to a 

In the European Union, the landscape of  ‘doctoral 
education’ is diverse.
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Academic Research
in France



CONTEXT

About

• All PhD courses (Doctorat) are carried out in a public 

university and State-accredited institutions

• Impact index - position in terms of academic publications:

• Ranked 10th out of the 15 most impactful countries 

(OECD)

• Ranked 3rd in Europe (preceded by the UK and Germany)

• Since 2021, the international joint publications rate tends to 

increase (e.g. 65% in France; 68% in the UK)

• Annual tuition fees: €391



Finding your way around
the French research system
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Écoles Universitaires de Recherche (
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https://doctorat.campusfrance.org/phd/dschools/main
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https://www.rncdfrance.fr/
https://doctorat.campusfrance.org/phd/dschools/main


Tuition Fees
for Overseas
Students

The actual cost of studies is estimated between
€10,000 to €15,000 per student by the French 
Governement

Private-sector tuition fees range from 6,000 to 
€18,000 per year

Since early 2023, the French government 
continues to cover most of the cost of your 
education until completion. 

The new differentiated tuition fees do not apply 
to overseas PhD students.
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https://campusbourses.campusfrance.org/

https://campusbourses.campusfrance.org/#/catalog
https://campusbourses.campusfrance.org/


Applying for a PhD
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• In science disciplines, English can be used as the main 
language of communication and research

• French language requirements may apply
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https://www.japon.campusfrance.org/ja/je-suis-doctorants-
chercheurs

https://www.japon.campusfrance.org/ja/je-suis-doctorants-chercheurs


What to do…

BEFORE AT ENTRY LEVEL DURING

In France, you should apply for an M2 (Master
2).

It prepares prospective PhD candidates for
doctoral research in a specific area.

• Aim: to help the student identify a specific
PhD topic.

• Curricula: a programme made of projects,
seminars and lectures is offered in a given
field of research.

• Can be tailored to help the student identify a
specific PhD topic.

Finding a (funded) PhD subject:

• Apply directly online through individual ED and 
research institutions websites that propose 
subjects related to your field of interest

Types of PhDs

• Standard

• International joint PhD supervision 
(cotutelle internationale de thèse)

Language of expression

• In scientific disciplines, it is possible to 
write out your dissertation in English.

• In the Humanities and Social Sciences, 
a sound knowledge of French is
required (min. level: B2).

…your PhD

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/funding


Funding your PhD

• Mandatory requirement to be accepted into a 
graduate school, except for the Human Science and 
Humanities.

• Should cover the three years of study

• Many sources of postgraduate funding

 Your chosen graduate school

 Research bodies

 CIFRE work contracts

 Foreign government mobility contracts

 Grants from the French Ministry of Higher Education

 Regional authorities
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https://ressources.campusfrance.org/pratique/programmes/en/plaquette_eiffel_2_en.pdf
https://www.campusfrance.org/en/the-france-excellence-eiffel-scholarship-program


PhD Employment Contracts

Public sector PhD employment
contract

Private sector PhD employment
contract

Cifre employment contracts

• Industrial agreement for research-based
training

• Thesis prepared in an industrial
environment, in collaboration with the 
student’s graduate school

• Starting Jan. 2023, monthly salary paid a 
min. 2,044€ 

• Gradual increase planned on an annual
basis until 2026 (so as to reach
2,300€/month)

• 3-year work contract

• Eligibility: max. 3 years after
obtention of PhD

• Renewable once for a 4-year 
duration

• International mobility available
(max. 18-month duration)

• Monthly salary: €2,300 (VAT 
excluded), identical for all Higher
Education Institutions

• Employer must provide proof of R&D 
activity

• Partnership agreement (employer, 
PhD student, graduate school)

• PhD student under the supervision 
of an assigned tutor

• Regular follow-up sessions



Postdoctoral Studies

First professional opportunity for young
researchers

Fully-fledged members of a given
research unit

Fixed-term contract (i.e. 12-24 months)
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Funding

POSTDOC EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS:

Hubert Curien bilateral partnership programmes (PHC)

• A Campus France initiative to support researcher mobility

• Under the patronage of the French Ministries of Higher
Education and Research, and Foreign Affairs

• France/Japan: PHC Sakura
https://www.campusfrance.org/fr/sakura

https://ressources.campusfrance.org/pratique/programmes/en/p
hc_en.pdf

OTHER RESEARCH FUNDING PROGRAMMES:

Public sector:

• Eligibility: max. 3 years after obtention of PhD

• Renewable once for a 4-year duration

• International mobility available (max. 18-month duration)

• Monthly salary: €2,300 (VAT excluded)

Private sector:

• Employer must provide proof of R&D activity within 3 types 
of research-accredited bodies (EPIC, FRUP, EESPIG)

• Postdoc student under the supervision of an assigned tutor

• Regular follow-up sessions

https://www.campusfrance.org/fr/sakura
https://ressources.campusfrance.org/pratique/programmes/en/phc_en.pdf
https://www.campusfrance.org/fr/sakura


Publications 
& Online Resources

https://ressources.campusfrance.org/esr/diplomes/en/formation_doctorale_en.pdf
https://www.campusfrance.org/en/recherche/categorie/disciplines-scientifiques-de-la-recherche-928
https://ressources.campusfrance.org/pratique/guides/en/brochure_recherche_en.pdf
https://doctorat.campusfrance.org/phd/dschools/main


Merci !


