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A Quick Word on Terminology

PhD OR DOCTORATE?

In the US, the UK and other Anglo-American
countries, a ‘PhD’ (or ‘Doctorate of Philosophy’) refers
to a specific type of doctorate degree that focuses on
academic research in a particular field.

In the European Union, the term ‘doctorate’ is used as
an equivalent to ‘PhD’.

In France, a PhD corresponds to a Doctorat.

Some private higher education institutions, which
serve for lucrative purposes, will propose ‘PhD
programmes’ that are NOT equivalent to the
academic diploma.

e.g.: DBAs.

GRADUATE SCHOOLS & DOCTORAL SCHOOLS

In the US, the UK and other Anglo-American
countries, postgraduate researchers (i.e. PhD
students) are affiliated to a ‘graduate school’.

In the European Union, the landscape of ‘doctoral
education’ is diverse.

In France, postgraduate researchers are affiliated to
an ‘Ecole Doctorale' (hereafter ‘graduate school’),
and within that, to a given ‘research Unit'.
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71 500

PhD students in France in 2023

About 380

international PhD students

CONTEXT th
a4
most popular study destination
« All PhD courses (Doctorat) are carried out in a public for international PhD students
university and State-accredited institutions (OECD)

ﬁlth

in the world for Nobel Prizes

» Impact index - position in terms of academic publications:

« Ranked 10t out of the 15 most impactful countries
(OECD)

« Ranked 3 in Europe (preceded by the UK and Germany) End
in the world for Fields Medals

» Since 2021, the international joint publications rate tends to
increase (e.g. 65% in France; 68% in the UK) End

in Europe for filing European
e Annual tuition fees: €391 patents

€955, BN

in R&D expenditure in 2021,
representing 2.22% of GDP




Finding your way around
the French research system

RESEARCH ENVIRONMENT PhD education takes place within a Graduate school
(Ecoles Doctorales, ED)

* Universities (74
(74) « 281 graduate schools

* National research bodies (25) (e.g: the CNRS - National

Centre for Scientific Research) *  Approx. 14,000 PhDs awarded each year, across all

research disciplines

» State-sanctioned Higher Education Institutions (e.g. the 38% of PhD candidates are international students
‘Grandes Ecoles’ - some of which are entitled to deliver

the State-sanctioned diploma of Doctorat)

EXCELLENCE IN ACADEMIC RESEARCH Directory of Graduate Schools (Campus France):

PhD in France

Ecoles Universitaires de Recherche (EUR) - ‘University
research schools’ (or ‘academic research schools’)

Type of Graduate school, delivering postgraduate research
education

«  Communities of Universities, schools and research bodies
that partner up on graduate, postgraduate and research
Iinitiatives

AGRICULTURE, ALIMENTATION, BIOLOGIE, ENVIRONNEMENT, SANTE (ABIES)

ED 22 Ancient and medieval worlds

9

£D 112 Archaeology

58 such Graduate schools nationwide =
https://doctorat.campusfrance.org/phd/dschools/main



https://doctorat.campusfrance.org/phd/dschools/main

About the Postgraduate Studies
and Research Environment in France

Graduate schools at a postgraduate level (Ecoles Doctorales
- ED)

Coordinate PhD programmes

Ensure their PhD students’ research is properly implemented
and protected

Affiliated to with a university or institution deemed competent
to award PhD degrees

PhD candidates:

Receive their postgraduate training from research units,
which:

Are affiliated with a Graduate school

Are supervised by an academic member of staff, qualified
to supervise PhD research

Research Units (Unités de recherche) /
Research laboratories (laboratoires de recherche)

A research ‘unit’ is an entity that is affiliated to a Graduate
school, itself connected to laboratories, within the university
and others institutions.

https://doctorat.campusfrance.org/phd/dschools/main

The ‘Colléges doctoraux’

A ‘Colléege doctoral’ is an entity that centralises all the
Graduate schools (EDs) within a university and university
communities.

It defines the research objectives and policies for the
university.

Réseau national des colleges doctoraux (RNCD-
FrancePhD): https://www.rncdfrance.fr/



https://www.rncdfrance.fr/
https://doctorat.campusfrance.org/phd/dschools/main

PhD employment contract (Contrat doctoral)

Tl,lition Fees * Universities (74)
Jor Overseas B
Students

2024 €2,100

The actual cost of studies is estimated between 2025 €2,200
€10,000 to €15,000 per student by the French 2026 €2,300

Governement
. -y .
Private-sector tuition fees range from 6,000 to CAMPUS (#%0, [GRANTSEARGH O
FRANCE aVVa¥a ENGINE
€18,000 per year
Search
Cambodia
china — 124 grants found on 300
East Timor
. Georgi
Since early 2023, the French government . P
. ong Kong
continues to cover most of the cost of your india
g 8 8 Indonesia CHEMISTRY BIOLOGY HEALTH GRADUATE SCHOOL MASTER SCHOLARSHIPS -

education until completion. " e
Iraq The Chemistry Biology Health Graduate School funds scholarships for international
Israel students accepted into one of the Masters programmes in chemistry, biology, health or >

1 1 141 Grenoble Alpes U Th holarsh ded fi d h

The neW dlfferentlated tUltlon fees do not apply . oo ;;'Js::vt,mr;!cr)s; F:;is(e.mvergwty ese scholarships are intended for students who

to overseas PhD students. Jrdan e
Kazakhstan
Kuwait "TIGER" EXCELLENCE SCHOLARSHIPS
Kyrgyzstan Wishing to give the opportunity to the best students in the world to come and study in
Lao its faculties, Aix-Marseille Université launches its new scholarship program: TIGER )

A | t .t. f -I: P h D - €39‘I Master's Excellence Scholarships !
n n u a u I I O n e e S O r a - Lebanon Apply before: May 31, 2024

Malaysia
Maldives
Mongolia GALILEE INSTITUTE'S INTERNATIONAL EXCELLENCE SCHOLARSHIPS
Myanmar International scholarships are available for high-level international students wishing to )
Nepal complete a Masters or Engineer level training at the Galilée Institute.

Apply before: May 31, 2024

https://campusbourses.campusfrance.org/



https://campusbourses.campusfrance.org/#/catalog
https://campusbourses.campusfrance.org/
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1. ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

3. VISA
* Master’s degree (or equivalent)

« Check if your international qualification meets the The type of visa obtained will depend on your situation
University minimum requirement
Communication: « Long-stay visa (VLS) - ‘Passeport talent-chercheur’

* In science disciplines, English can be used as the main For holders of a Master’s degree who have signed an agreement
language of communication and research with an institution

» French language requirements may apply

* Long-stay visa (VLS-TS) - multiyear residence permit (CSP)

2 PRELIMINARY STEPS TO PhD ADMISSION F_or no_n—salaried PhD student_s who possess the required level of
financial resources to study in France.

Granted at the end of the first year of study
Research the academic discipline Valid for 2 to 4 years

Prepare a research proposal

» Link to the Campus France Japan visa webpage:
https://www.japon.campusfrance.org/ja/je-suis-doctorants-
chercheurs

|dentify a potential supervisor

Choose a Department / Ecole Doctorale

Secure funding for the entire duration of the
thesis (min. 3 years)

Check visa requirements



https://www.japon.campusfrance.org/ja/je-suis-doctorants-chercheurs

What to do...
L L L

BEFORE AT ENTRY LEVEL DURING

Types of PhDs
In France, you should apply for an M2 (Master Finding a (funded) PhD subject:

2). . . » Standard

* Apply directly online through individual ED and
It prepares prospective PhD candidates for research institutions websites that propose * International joint PhD supervision
doctoral research in a specific area. subjects related to your field of interest (cotutelle internationale de thése)

« Aim: to help the student identify a specific

PhD topic. Language of expression
* Curricula: a programme made of projects, * In scientific disciplines, it is possible to
seminars and lectures is offered in a given write out your dissertation in English.

field of research.
* |In the Humanities and Social Sciences,

« Can be tailored to help the student identify a a sound knowledge of French is
specific PhD topic. required (min. level: B2).

The Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions announce €1.25 billion to
support cutting-edge research

* X 5%
e *
* *
*

* gk The Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions will fund doctoral and postdoctoral programmes

£ and collaborative research and innovation projects with various calls in 2024,
uropean
Coml?nission supporting around 10,000 researchers.

— ...your PhD


https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/funding

THE FRANCE EXCELLENCE EIFFEL SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAMME

FRANCE
EXCELLENCE
EIFFEL

)

Funding your PhD

» Finances research stays from 6 months to 3 years

« Aim:
CONDITIONS - To foster attractiveness of French higher education
and research institution
. Mandatory requirement to be accepted into a - To support international profiles of excellence in

graduate school, except for the Human Science and carrying out their research in France

Humanities. » Fields:

- Science and Technology
SOURCES B|ology and Hea_lt_h
Ecological Transition
Mathematics and Numeracy
Engineering Sciences

* Should cover the three years of study

« Many sources of postgraduate funding

* Your chosen graduate school
- The Humanities and Social Sciences

French History, Language and Civilization
» CIFRE work contracts Law and Political Science

= Foreign government mobility contracts Economics and Management

» Grants from the French Ministry of Higher Education

= Research bodies

https://ressources.campusfrance.org/pratique/programmes/
= Regional authorities en/plaquette eiffel 2 en.pdf



https://ressources.campusfrance.org/pratique/programmes/en/plaquette_eiffel_2_en.pdf
https://www.campusfrance.org/en/the-france-excellence-eiffel-scholarship-program

PhD Employment Contracts

Public sector PhD employment Private sector PhD employment Cifre employment contracts
contract contract

Eligibility: max. 3 years after Employer must provide proof of R&D Industrial agreement for research-based
obtention of PhD activity training

Renewable once for a 4-year Partnership agreement (employer, Thesis prepared in an industrial

diration PhD student, graduate school) environment, in collaboration with the
student’s graduate school

International mobility available PhD student under the supervision

(max. 18-month duration) of an assigned tutor Sty dan. 2023, fueniily selen el o

min. 2,044€
Monthly salary: €2,300 (VAT Regular follow-up sessions Gradual increase planned on an annual

excluded), identical for all Higher
Education Institutions

basis until 2026 (so as to reach
2,300€/month)

3-year work contract
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Postdoctoral Studies

First professional opportunity for young
researchers

Fully-fledged members of a given
research unit

Fixed-term contract (i.e. 12-24 months)




Funding

POSTDOC EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS:

Public sector:

» Eligibility: max. 3 years after obtention of PhD
*» Renewable once for a 4-year duration
* International mobility available (max. 18-month duration)

* Monthly salary: €2,300 (VAT excluded)

Private sector:

*  Employer must provide proof of R&D activity within 3 types
of research-accredited bodies (EPIC, FRUP, EESPIG)

* Postdoc student under the supervision of an assigned tutor

* Regular follow-up sessions

OTHER RESEARCH FUNDING PROGRAMMES:

Partenariat Hubert Curien (PHC)
Sakura

Hubert Curien bilateral partnership programmes (PHC)

*« A Campus France initiative to support researcher mobility

* Under the patronage of the French Ministries of Higher
Education and Research, and Foreign Affairs

* France/Japan: PHC Sakura
https://www.campusfrance.org/fr/sakura

https://ressources.campusfrance.org/pratigue/programmes/en/p
hc_en.pdf



https://www.campusfrance.org/fr/sakura
https://ressources.campusfrance.org/pratique/programmes/en/phc_en.pdf
https://www.campusfrance.org/fr/sakura

& Online Resources

PhD STUDIES
IN FRANCE
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https://ressources.campusfrance.org/esr/diplomes/en/formation_doctorale_en.pdf
https://www.campusfrance.org/en/recherche/categorie/disciplines-scientifiques-de-la-recherche-928
https://ressources.campusfrance.org/pratique/guides/en/brochure_recherche_en.pdf
https://doctorat.campusfrance.org/phd/dschools/main
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